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South Africa, and to endeavour to obtain reasonable redress. They would
also represent the disabilities under which British Indians laboured. No
formal programme had been drawn up, but they would remain here
until they saw the movements of the Commission1, which left on the
7th inst. If necessary, he would appear before that Commission.

The Natal Mercury, 26-4-1906

312.   AN INDIAN OFFER

The meeting held under the auspices of the Natal Indian Congress
the other day is to be congratulated on having passed a resolution offer-
ing the services of Indians in connection with the Native revolt.2 The
offer is a complete answer to the many correspondents in the local Press,
who have been worrying themselves over the prospect,, should the rebel-
lion spread, of having to defend themselves and also Indians in the
Colony. Those Indians who packed the Congress Hall last Tuesday even-
ing have shown that they possess the faculty of discrimination in an
eminent degree, and that they are capable of forgetting personal grievances
when the common good of the body politic, of which they form a part,
is concerned. We trust that the Government will see their way to accept
the offer, and give the Indian community the chance once more of pro-
ving its worth.

But whether the offer is accepted or not, it shows most clearly the
importance of the Government turning to good account the Indian willing-
ness to take its share in the defence of the Colony by giving Indians a
proper previous training. We have more than once pointed out the crimi-
nal folly of not utilizing the admirable. material the Indian community
offers for additional defensive purposes. If it is not possible to turn the
present Indian population out of the Colony, it is surely elementary
wisdom to give it an adequate military training. There is an expressive
Indian proverb that you cannot start digging a well when a fire breaks
out. Nor can you suddenly develop the Indians, however willing and
capable they may be, into an efficient corps of even "trench-diggers".
Will Mr. Watt and his fellow-ministers wake up to a sense of their duty in
the matter?3

Indian Opinion, 28-4-1906

1 Presumably, the Constitution Committee headed by Sir West Ridgeway set up by the
British Government to look into, among other things, the question of granting responsible
government to the Transvaal, The deputation met the Committee on May 29; vide "Statement
Presented to Constitution Committee'*, pp. 335-44.
2 Vide p, 291.
3 Vide "Indian Volunteering'\ pp. 251-2,